
Dodhara Chandani Village, situated at the far western 

side of Nepal is Nepal’s last village. Located at banks 

of Mahakali river in Kanchanpur district, the village is 

extremely prone to floods. During October 2021, a mas-

sive flood swept away the village, displacing 41 fami-

lies. This photo feature describes the extent of dam-

age caused by the floods and role of Community Disas-

ter Management Committee (CDMC) established by 

Oxfam’s Strengthening Community Preparedness, Rap-

id Response and Recovery in Asia (SCOPR3 )project, in 

responding to the crisis . 

NEPAL’S LAST VILLAGE 

A stone pillar in Dodhara Chandani village, marking the end of Nepalese territory.  
Photo: Grishma Raj Aryal/Oxfam  

Across most of the villages in Nepal, onset of monsoon 

usually signifies a dual meaning. On one hand, rainfall 

is celebrated with joy by planting new cycle of crops, 

but on the other hand, excess rainfall can bring sorrow 

in form of floods and landslides. On October 2021, in-

habitants of Dodhara Chandani village had to evacuate 

their homes at midnight, as flood inundated their vil-

lage. Adding to this, the village can only be accessed 

on foot or on a motorbike with help of a narrow sus-

pension bridge running over Mahakali river. The only 

way to access the village on a four-wheeler vehicle is 

through India. This makes it more challenging to con-

duct rescue operations and provide humanitarian sup-

port, as Nepal’s own territory cannot be accessed on 

big vehicles from Nepal.  

 

Oxfam works in remote communities of Nepal, like Do-

dhara Chandani village, preparing and enabling com-

munities to respond to natural disasters. Oxfam’s 

SCOPR3 project, which started working in this commu-

nity since last year has established a local voluntary 
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“When water level rose in the village, our entire 

body below the chest was under water. We held 

on to a pillar in our house struggling to stand sta-

ble as waves of water constantly hit us”, says 

Bananti Lohar, a local resident of Dodhara Chan-

dani village.  

Flood inundates the village as locals try to evacuate 

themselves to safety.  
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The Dhodhara Chandani bridge is the longest sus-

pension bridge of Nepal. The bridge, which can be 

accessed on foot or on a small motorbike is the only 

way to access the village.   



group known as Community Disaster Management 

Committee (CDMC). The CDMC group members are 

trained to communicate information about floods 

using  early warning system, conduct rescue oper-

ations, collect data, coordinate with government 

and security forces, and help government and dif-

ferent humanitarian organizations distribute relief 

materials.  

 

Role of CDMC in OCTOBER 2021 Flood  

Response  

Basanti Sunuwar, a member of CDMC provides an 

eyewitness account of the flood in Dodhara Chan-

dani village and how CDMC responded to the crisis.    

Basanti Sunar pointing out the destruction caused by the floods.  
Photo: Grishma Raj Aryal/Oxfam   

Basanti Sunuwar walks along the dusty fields 

spread across several hectares of land which 

were once covered with green vegetables. She 

points her finger and runs it across the field and 

says, “All of this used to be cultivable land where 

people used to grow different vegetables”. Just 

a few months back in October 2021, Dodhara 

Chandani village had to face severe flood.  

 

Basanti and other CDMC members had formed a 

search and rescue team, which was immediately 

mobilized to check every households in the vil-

lage.  

 

“We were all asleep when there was flood around 

1 am. Our Committee had assigned one of the 

CDMC member to ring the alarm in case of floods. 

We alerted  entire village as soon as we came to 

know about flood”, says Basanti. “We immedi-

ately informed government and security  

personnel about this situation in our village 

and requested them to rescue us. But by that 

time,  waves were so strong that rescue boat 

could not enter the village”, she adds.  

Locals and CDMC members conducting rescue operations during 

floods. Photo: NEEDS/Oxfam  

“Since government rescue boat could not 

reach us, we reached out to a local resident 

in our village to use his private boat to res-

cue people”, says Basanti. She adds, “When 

we got the boat, we started evacuating peo-

ple one by one to an area where security 

forces could reach us. First, we evacuated 

pregnant mothers, lactating mothers, chil-

dren, and elderly people. After evacuating 

vulnerable groups, we evacuated everyone 

else in the village”, says Basanti with a 

sense of pride in her voice.  

Local people being evacuated to a safe space after the flood 
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Reflecting on  entire situation, Basanti says, 

“Our community becomes much stronger when 

we work together.  Formation of CDMC has en-

couraged us to work together for our commu-

nity. Even though flood has caused destruction 

in the village, I am confident that with support 

of  government, community people and hu-

manitarian organizations, we can rebuild our 

village much stronger”.                                 


